Name____________________________________ 

FRENCH REVOLUTION WEBQUEST

Directions: Use the given websites to answer the following questions below. 

The Palace of Versailles was the King’s country home.
http://en.chateauversailles.fr/discover-estate 

1. In 3-4 minutes, take a quick tour of the palace (Once you click on a portion of the palace, there are more pages if you click the numbers on the bottom of screen). Yes, I know it is in French, but simply look at the pictures!  How do you think the French people felt about the lifestyle of the king and French nobility based on their view of Versailles?

The Estates General Meets.  A meeting was called that gathered the nobles as well as members from all 3 estates – they were going to discuss how the get the 3rd estate to pay more taxes for the failing economy.  When the 3rd estate were refused votes, they declared themselves a legislature and said they could make laws for France.  The 3rd estate was kicked out of the meeting and locked out of the meeting – went to tennis courts. http://www.britannica.com/topic/Estates-General 
2. Which was the largest Estate? Who made up this Estate?

3. Who paid most of the taxes?

4. Why was the voting system of the Estates General unfair to the Third Estate?

The Tennis Court Oath. While locked there, they agreed to the Tennis Court Oath – they would not leave until they had written a new constitution for France.  They would create a national assembly.  http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/third-estate-makes-tennis-court-oath 
5. Why did the Third Estate meet on a tennis court?

6. What was the significance of the Tennis Court Oath?

7. Examine the sketch by J.L. David at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Serment_du_jeu_de_paume.jpg  What sensation does this sketch make you feel?  (i.e. how were the people acting?)

The People Rage.  The King began to send troops into the city in case he needed to stop a revolution by force.  A mob will eventually overthrow a prison (Bastille).

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/french-revolutionaries-storm-bastille 
8. What is the date of this event?
9. What did the Bastille represent?

10. What did the people of Paris want from the government?
11. After taking the Bastille, what did the revolutionaries do?  What is the significance of this event?

12. In your opinion, what did the storming of the Bastille accomplish?

Declaration of Rights of Man.  The National Assembly will write the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen (took idea from English Bill of Rights and Declaration of Independence). http://www.britannica.com/topic/Declaration-of-the-Rights-of-Man-and-of-the-Citizen 
13. According to the Declaration of the Rights of Man, what were governments to be based on for individuals?
14. Where did many of the ideas of the Declaration come from?

15. Did the King ever sanction the ideas in the Declaration of Rights of Man?  What do you think will convince him?

Don’t lose your head!  King Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette were imprisoned.  One of the first things that the national convention did was put King Louis XVI on trial.  He will be convicted and put to death by guillotine.  Some people became concerned about the policies of the new government and began to question the new legislature.  The hatred for the new government became so strong that a civil war broke out.  In response, the General Assembly began a “Reign of Terror” that put people on trial and executed them for speaking out against them.  

http://www.britannica.com/event/Reign-of-Terror  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guillotine 

16. What was the period from June 1793 to July 1794 in France referred to?

17. What famous people were executed in 1793?

18. Who became the figure most associated with the terror?

19. How many people were killed by the guillotine during the Reign of Terror?

20. What ended the Reign of Terror?










