JAPANESE FEUDALISM and UNIFICATION
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* SOURCES: A Distant Mirror by Barbara
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1. Comparing What are the similarities
between feudalism in Europe and

feudalism in Japan?

] See Skillbuilder Handbook, Page R7.
Y

2. Forming and Supporting Opinions
Today, does the United States have a
system of social classes? Support
your answer with evidence.

INTEGRATED/ TECHNOLOGY
RESEARCH LINKS For more on
feudalism, go to classzone.com
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A. JAPAN’S GEOGRAPHY
1. Japan is part of the continent of __________; Japan is a series of _______________ near the coasts of Korea and China  
2. Similar to ______________, Japan was divided by ____________________ and had few areas for farming
3. Before 400 CE, Japan was not a _________________nation but was ruled by hundreds of different family ____________
4. Japan’s island location provided _______________________ from potential Chinese and Mongol ____________________… but Japan was close enough to _______________ _______________ ___________ from China
B. JAPANESE RELIGION:  Japan’s _____________________ gave rise to a __________________ culture; this culture produced the Shinto religion 
       1. Shinto is a polytheistic religion based on the respect of _____________ and _________________ _________________
       2. Shinto worshippers believe in _______________ _________________called ___________that live in nature; they build _________________ devoted to nature called “torii”
       3. The most important of the Shinto gods is the ________ _________________ who gave light to the world 
C. CHINA’S INFLUENCE ON JAPAN: as Japan had more contact with Asia, it adopted __________________ culture and ideas; some ideas were adopted successfully, others were not 
      1. For example, Japan tried, but _____________, to model the Chinese ____________________ _______________ for government officials 
       a. Japan adopted the Chinese idea of an _________________and rule by __________________; the first Japanese emperor was said to have ___________________ from the sun goddess 

       b. Unlike China, Japanese emperors often did not have ultimate ______________ over the various clan leaders; Japan often had an emperor _______________________ who served as a ___________ of power and clan rulers with true power
     2. Japan _______________ Confucianism and _________________Chinese styles of writing, architecture, and art
     3. In the mid-700s, __________________ was introduced in Japan, spreading from China and Korea
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       a. Buddhism was accepted by Japanese emperors, but in common Japanese society, the ________ ______________, Buddhism and Shinto, ______________
       b. This ______________________ of Buddhism and Shinto is an excellent example of _________________ __________________(mixing of religious beliefs); this new religion was called ________ __________________
D. CLASSICAL JAPAN:  From the year 794 CE to the year 1185 CE, Japan entered a ________________ __________ during the Heian Period
     1. During this time, the imperial government was _______________ and Japan experienced an era of __________ and __________________ 
     2. As it was with numerous other societies during times of peace and stability, Japan developed a “_____________ _____” in poetry, art, and literature during the Heian Period 

II. JAPANESE FEUDALISM
A. TROUBLE LEADS TO FEUDALISM: by the mid-1000s, the imperial government grew weak, regional _______________   gained power, and Japan became ________________ and ____________________
     1. _______________ attacked farmers and ________________attacked the coast  
     2. Rival clans _________________ for power and threw Japan into a series of _____________ ___________
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B. As a result, Japan developed a _____________ system
     1. Farmers traded land to strong _________________ called _______________, who offered protection in exchange for land 
     2. Daimyo were served by loyal ________________ called _______________
     3. The emperor had ____________ _______ _____________
     4.  Samurai warriors lived by a code called ________________ which demanded courage, _________________, sacrifice, fairness, and ________________
       a. Samurai were highly skilled ___________________, but also used horses and ________ (after the arrival of Europeans in Japan) 
       b. Samurai warriors were usually __________________ or dependents of daimyo, although some were ___________ __________________called “Ronin” 
       c. The most powerful daimyo was the overall ______________ ________________of Japan and held the title of “_____________”
     5. In 1192, the first _____________ was named by the emperor
       a. The emperor remained in place, but the shogun held real power and ruled as ______________ ________________ 
       b. Shoguns’ power varied over time, but the pattern of government controlled by a shogun lasted until __________
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III. THE “THREE UNIFIERS” OF JAPAN
A. From 1560 to 1600, three powerful daimyo, known as the ___________ ________________, began to restore order and ______________ Japan  

     1. ODA NOBUNAGA
       a. In 1568, a _____________ daimyo named _______ ___________________conquered the Japanese capital of Kyoto 
       b. Oda seized power by ____________, was the first to use __________ effectively, and eliminated Buddhist rivals that refused to accept rule by the emperor
       c. By the time of his death in 1582, Japan was not ______________
     2. TOYOTOMI HIDEYOSHI 
      a. Oda Nobunaga’s best general was __________________ __________________who took over after Oda’s death  

      b. Toyotomi was resourceful and not ruthless like Oda; he used ________________ __________________, adoption, and marriage to gain power over the daimyo
      c. By 1590, Toyotomi Hideyoshi controlled ___________ of Japan and tried unsuccessfully to conquer ______________ 
     3. TOKUGAWA IEYASU  

     a. After Toyotomi’s death in 1598, one of his daimyo allies named _________________ ________________completed the __________________________ of Japan in 1600 
     b. In 1603, Tokugawa became ________________ of Japan, moved to capital to Edo (later called Tokyo), and restored government and order to Japan
     c. Tokugawa ruled until 1615, but he created a line of __________________________ called the Tokugawa Shogunate that ruled Japan until 1867  
B. THE TOKUGAWA SHOGUNATE
     1. For more than 250 years, __________________ _____________________ ruled Japan as shoguns  

       a. During this time, Japan benefited from ____________; the _______________ boomed and became more commercial   
       b. European ________________ and __________________________ first arrived in Japan in the mid-1500s
       c. Tokugawa enjoyed _______________with Europeans and was fascinated to learn about their ________________, new _________________________, and ideas 
     2. CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES AND EUROPEAN MERCHANTS  
       a. Between 1549 and 1600, European missionaries had converted ________________Japanese to _________________ 
       b. This ____________Tokugawa because the missionaries ___________________Japanese cultural beliefs and laws 
         i. In 1612, Tokugawa _______________Christianity and began ruthlessly _______________________Christians  
         ii. All Japanese were forced to be faithful to ______________________ 

C. JAPANESE ISOLATIONISM:  Tokugawa shoguns decided to ______________ foreign ______________ and ___________________ 
     1. By 1639, Japan adopted a “__________ _____________ ______________” and ended almost all foreign contacts
     2. One Japanese port at ______________ in Nagasaki Bay remained open, but ONLY to _____________and _____________ __________________ 
     3. Japanese ________________ remained in place for over ______ years until the 1850s
     4. During this era of isolation, Japan had some profitable _____________, but mainly became _____________________ limited foreign ideas, and reduced Europe’s ability to ________________ Japan   




Who was the best emperor?



Name ___________________________________
Directions:    Complete the chart below, rank order the emperors, and then begin a dialogue. Pass your paper to another student who will complete the next comment, etc. 
	Suleyman the Magnificent
	Kangxi
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	1.  Where did he rule? 

2.  What were his greatest accomplishments? 

Rank Order:             
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	1.  Where did he rule? 

2.  What were his greatest accomplishments? 


Rank Order:             

	Shah Abbas
	Oda Nobunaga
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	1.  Where did he rule? 

2.  What were his greatest accomplishments? 


Rank Order:             
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	1.  Where did he rule? 

2.  What were his greatest accomplishments? 


Rank Order:             

	Akbar
	Tokugawa Ieyasu
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	1.  Where did he rule? 

2.  What were his greatest accomplishments? 


Rank Order:             
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	1.  Where did he rule? 

2.  What were his greatest accomplishments? 


Rank Order:             









Japanese Feudalism 			European Feudalism





Comment 1:  Who was the best leader and why? 

















Name ____________________________________________














Comment 2:  I agree, he also…. 

















Name ____________________________________________








Comment 3:  I disagree because…. 

















Name ____________________________________________








Comment 4:  Don’t forget about….

















Name ____________________________________________








Comment 5:  I agree, he also…. 

















Name ____________________________________________








Comment 6:  I disagree because…. 

















Name ____________________________________________











